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The Canton Township Fire Department learned earlier 
this year that it has been awarded a grant from THE 
ASSISTANCE TO FIREFIGHTERS GRANT PROGRAM	
toward the purchase of a mobile training tower.  The 
grant award is in the amount of $211,138.  The 
department is only responsible for a 5% funding match of 
$11,112, toward the more than $222,000 tower.  The 
tower is currently being built in Alabama and delivery is 
expected in December.

 The mobile training tower (M.T.T.), is designed as a 
portable training simulator for first responder agencies.  
The M.T.T. provides training operations including forced 
entry, search, rappelling, low visibility operations, and 
more.  The M.T.T. may be configured to provide various 
firefighter training scenarios including; ground ladder 
operations, aerial operations, search-and-rescue, confined 
space training, high angle rescue, high rise firefighting and 
standpipe & sprinkler operations. 

The M.T.T. is a four and one-half story training tower 
ideally suited for ladder work, rappelling and search-and-
rescue training.  The M.T.T. is also useful in agility training 
and testing.  A smoke distribution system provides 
search-and-rescue training and the unit can be illuminated 
with outside floodlights as well as lights on each floor.

The self-contained tower can be transported with a 
semi-tractor to a training site and raised into position in 
just 15 minutes.  The mobility of the tower was a key 
factor involved in the grant award process.  The tower 
can be moved to and shared with area agencies. 

This is the first of its kind in this area and will be a great 
asset to the department and surrounding agencies.  It is 
not always convenient or logistically feasible to go off-site 
to train at locations such as to Stark State College.  The 
M.T.T. will give us the ability to train on-site on our own 
schedule.  We can train large groups while staying within 
the township to be available to handle emergencies as 
they come up. 

Chief Scott McKibben
330-484-6165

Fire Department Receives 
Training Tower Grant
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Storm Water Program
Canton Township is mandated by the EPA to educate our residents about the Storm Water Program, most Townships, 
Villages, and Cities are required to participate in a Storm Water Program
What is Storm Water? Storm Water is the water flow that results from rainfall and melting snow.
What is Storm Water Runoff? Storm Water runoff is water from rain and melting snow that runs off across 
the land, instead of infiltrating into the ground.  Storm Water runoff is unfiltered or untreated water that reaches our 
lakes, creeks and oceans by flowing across impervious surfaces.  Impervious surfaces like roads, parking lots, and 
driveways prevent storm water from naturally soaking into the ground.

During the August 
24th meeting of The 
Board of Trustees, 
Aaron Keener was 
sworn in as the fire 
department’s newest 
captain.  Board 
President, Chris 
Nichols administered 

the captain’s oath to Aaron as family, friends and colleagues 
observed.  Aaron successfully passed the captains exam and 
interview, which was administered this summer.  Captain 
Keener is a 91/2 year member of the department, in which he 
has served us as a volunteer, part-time and full-time employee.  
Congratulations and good luck to Aaron in his new role.

Aaron Keener Sworn in as 
Fire Department Captain

The Marathon Ashland Petroleum Company has made 
available to the fire department, for the generous price of $1, 
a semi-tractor to pull our new mobile training tower. 
Marathon is also completing any needed maintenance and 
repairs on it prior to delivery to the Fire Department.  The 
truck is a 1992 International with low mileage and is in great 
shape.

After some painting by our maintenance department and 
some decaling, the truck will be ready to go by when the new 
training tower is finished.

A tremendous thank you goes out to Chief John Gross and 
Marathon Ashland Petroleum Company for their generosity to 
our fire department and the Canton Township community.

Marathon Ashland Petroleum 
Donates Semi Tractor to Fire 
Department

The fire department has always been pro-active 
when it comes to grants to help with equipment and 
training involved with the department. The training 
tower grant, at over $220,000, that we just 
announced receiving is one of the largest grants the 
department has ever received and the benefits of the 
tower will be tremendous for the department. 

Each year, we apply for an EMS grant. The amounts 
received in years past have varied from around 
$2,000 up to $25,000. This past grant period awarded 
us $3,000 and we just recently completed our 
obligations to receive the money. The EMS grant 
provides money for equipment and EMS training.

This past year, we also received a grant from the 
State Fire Marshall’s Office in the amount $3,717 
toward fire training for the department. This money 
paid for basic fire training and fire inspector training 
for department members.

The process for grant awards can be very lengthy. 
The time and effort involved in a grant process is 
well worth it in the long run. They save our 
community thousands in tax dollars and at times give 
us the ability to go forward on a project that 
otherwise we would never be able to complete.   

We currently are waiting to hear on several other 
grants that we have applied for. We have just recently 
received preliminary word that we most likely will be 
receiving a grant that we applied for toward the 
purchase of new cardiac monitors. This grant 
potentially could be for more than $150,000 which 
will purchase new state-of the-art cardiac equipment. 
We will be sure to pass the information along when 
we receive official word.

Fire Department

Actively Pursues 
Grants



3215 3rd St - Before

5200 Ridge SE - Before

3215 3rd St - After

5200 Ridge SE - After

Cavalon Cleaners 
	 3672 Cleveland Ave SE
SRS Cabinetry
	 4720 Cleveland Ave SE
Baker's Dozen
	 2909 Cleveland Ave SW

Recently Cleaned Up Properties

Zoning Department Launches Zone Pro

Neighborhood Stabilization Program (NSP) 
Saves Canton Township Tax Dollars

In order to improve efficiency and operations, the Canton Township Zoning Department is implementing a new 
software program that is focused on Zoning Enforcement and Permit Tracking.  ZonePro is an integrated software 
system that fully automates the daily activities of the zoning department.  Through ZonePro, the zoning department can 
print permits, schedule inspections, issue citations and track revenues with the aid of more than 15 specially designed 
databases.  The property history of the entire township will never be more than a few mouse clicks away.  The 
implementation of ZonePro will require a large amount of data entry, but we hope to have it up and running this spring. 

Six abandoned and uninhabitable homes in Canton 
Township that would normally need to be removed at 
the expense of the Canton Township General Fund 
have either already been removed or will be removed 
in the coming weeks at no cost to the township.  This 
is due to our partnership with Stark County Regional 
Planning and their Administration of the Neighborhood 
Stabilization Program Grant Funds.  To date, Canton 
Township is the only township in Stark County to take 
advantage of this program.

Houses removed or to be 
removed thru SCRPC NSP Grant:
1.	 3215 3rd St SE
2.	 3217 Gonder SE
3.	 5200 Ridge SE
4.	 4266 14th St NE
5.	 4260 14th St NE
6.	 314 Carroldale SE
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Township Meetings
Meetings will start at 7:00 pm. The Board 
welcomes all to come to a meeting and 
watch your local government at work.

From left to right Bill Smith, Trustee • Jim Wilcox, Trustee
Chris Nichols, Trustee • Ron Smith, Fiscal Officer

November 2, 16 & 30
December 14 & 27 (Monday)

January 4 - Reorganizational Meeting 
6:00pm, Regular Meeting at 7:00pm

January 19 (Wednesday)

Your 
Canton Township 

Team

Check out the Canton Twp website at 
www.cantontwp-oh.gov. Updated, approved 

minutes after each meeting.

Recycle Program

DROP OFF OUTSIDE FENCED AREA24HOURS A DAY7DAYS A WEEK!

Recycling one glass 
bottle saves enough 
electricity to light a 
100-watt bulb for 
four hours.


